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systems of social insurance; the personal interest,
constantly expanding and passing from the plane of the
egoistic individual to that of the corporation, the profes-
sional, the class interest, the national interest, even in its
final stage the interest of all mankind.
He devoted himself especially to social man, regarded
as acting in the mass, in order to discover, behind indi-
vidual variations, the uniform and stable conditions alone
worthy to be called laws, and he analysed, with subtle
felicity, the economic motives of their action. He shows
what is solid and durable in human needs and what is
acquired, variable and social, thus allying himself to both
the German historical school and the sociological school,
restoring finally to human acts, considered in their
reality, all their complexity and relativity. Nothing shows
this better than the passage in which he explains the
subjective and not objective character of the utility of
possessions: "The' fitness of the thing to our needs is not
always due to nature; it may be imposed by social customs,
by fashion, or by religious faiths. Relics, more or less
authentic, have, in certain countries, for centuries, and
still in our day, been considered as incomparable riches_
because of the virtues attributed to them. Certain waters
and pharmaceutical products are in great request,
although their curative properties are far from being
proved. Costumes no longer worn, books no longer read,
pictures no longer admired, coins no longer in circulation,
remedies that no longer cure*—what a long list might be
made of these 'riches' of which the utility has been as
ephemeral and fugitive as the need Ttfhich created it*
Nevertheless, even if by chance the desire of the collector,
perhaps the most intense of all desires, happens to fasten
itself on these defunct riches, it restores them to a new
life and they at once resume an existence, new and far
superior to their first*"1
From this time on, the theory and all the economic and
social policy of Gide are to be dominated and justified
by this conception of economic psychology. For example,
1 Principles* 26th edL, pp. 48-49.

